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1. Introduction

This report is elaborated as a part of Workpackage 3 of the CoolHeating project. The main
goal of this Workpackage is to involve different stakeholders of the target communities in the
project activities, including citizens as well as the policy makers, local authorities, utilities,
regulators, etc. This will contribute to ensuring the sustained public acceptance of renewable
energy projects and renewable energy overall, while taking into account the implications of the
substantial increase in the share of renewable energy sources in the final energy consumption.

As a part of Task 3.2, project partners were in a continuous contact with the local authorities
of the target communities, that way sharing the knowledge of the consortium with the important
stakeholders. It has to be noted that in three of five target communities (Ljutomer in Slovenia,
Sabac in Serbia and Visoko in Bosnia and Herzegovina), the local authorities participate in the
project as project partners. In other two target communities, i.e. Ozalj in Croatia and Karposh
in Macedonia, the local authorities supported the project by signing letters of support. The main
goal of this task was to implement bi-lateral meetings with local authorities and politicians,
enabling cooperating with these stakeholders in order to facilitate the set-up of small modular
renewable district heating and cooling grids in target communities. The aim was to hold at least
3 bi-lateral meetings and presentations with local authorities per target community.
Furthermore, one workshop was also organised for these stakeholders in each target
community. This report provides an overview of the bi-lateral meetings and a workshop held
with local authorities of target communities, giving the agenda and main conclusions of each
event that took place.
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2.  Meetings with local authorities in Croatia

In Croatia, a number of meetings with the local authorities have been organised by UNIZAG
FSB on various occasions. It also has to be stressed out that the representatives of the target
communities in Croatia have been continuously informed about the progress of the project
from its beginning, by participating on various CoolHeating dissemination activities.
Furthermore, the e-mail communication was maintained on a regular basis, both with the
mayor of the city of Ozalj and with other representatives of different departments in the city.
The dedicated events were organised throughout 2016 and the communication was continued
in 2017 in order to give a more detailed insight in the project activities and discuss possibilities
of further cooperation with the target city in development of small renewable district heating
and cooling systems.

2.1. First meeting

The first meeting was held shortly after the project kick-off meeting in Munich, in order to
present the local authorities with the main concept of the project and their potential contribution.
The meeting was held on 22" of February 2016 in the city of Ozalj, at the premises of Ozal]
city hall (Kurilovac 1, 47 280, Ozalj). Two members of UNIZAG FSB and for representatives of
the city of Ozalj attended the meeting. The list of attendees is presented in Table 1, while the
signing sheet from this meeting can be seen in Annex 1.

Table 1. List of attendees of the first meeting with represe ntatives of the local authorities in Ozalj

Attendee of the meeting Organisation which the person represents
Tomislav PukSec UNIZAG FSB
Neven Dui" UNIZAG FSB
Gordana LipSini" The City of Ozalj
Toni Sari" The City of Ozalj
Vladimir Zakula The City of Ozalj
Lidija BoSnjak The City of Ozalj

During the meeting, the mayor and her closest associates were introduced to the main idea of
the project. The basic concept of small modular renewable district heating and cooling systems
was presented and the main workpackages of the project have been described. A more
detailed explanation of the heat demand mapping method was given. UNIZAG FSB already
carried out heat demand mapping for some other cities in Croatia as a part of another EU
funded project. However, it was agreed that more detailed maps will be elaborated for Ozalj,
which will be used for further planning of the development of the heating sector in the city.
Tasks where potential contribution from the local authorities will be needed have been further
elaborated.

Finally, the impact of this project to the city of Ozalj and its surrounding area has been
explained, including knowledge and experience sharing, collaboration with other EU cities,
local development of advance heating concepts, use of local resources, increased economy
of the community, etc. The mayor shared her enthusiasm for the project implementation in
Ozalj and promised her support for all the activities to be implemented in the city. This
presented a foundation for a very good communication which was maintained throughout the
project so far.
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2.2. Second meeting

The second meeting was held on the 315 of March 2016 in the city of Ozalj, at the premises of
Ozalj city hall (Kurilovac 1, 47 280, Ozalj). Two members of UNIZAG FSB and most of the city
council attended the meeting.

The idea of this meeting was to give an insight into the project for the rest of the city council.
At least 15 members of the city council attended this meeting, showing their high interest for
the project activities. First the main idea and the objectives of the CoolHeating project have
been presented. The detailed heat demand mapping idea for the city of Ozalj has been
described by the representative of UNIZAG FSB and was well received by the attendees. After
the presentation, an interesting discussion was continued. The most interesting benefits of the
CoolHeating project for the members of the city council were the possibility for firther
application to the EU funds and the integration of the project with the goals elaborated in the
Sustainable energy action plan of the city. Major points of integration include heat demand
mapping of the city, development of the renewable energy based district heating system and
support for the greenhouse gasses reduction measures.

o

!

Figure 1. Second meeting with the representatives of the | ocal authorities in the target city of Ozalj
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2.3. Other meetings and communication with the local au thorities of the city of
Ozalj

As previously mentioned, throughout the project UNIZAG FSB has maintained a continuous
communication with the local authorities of the city of Ozalj. Their representatives have been
invited to all the CoolHeating trainings held in Croatia. At least one person from Ozal
participated in each of these trainings, including the technical training as a part of Task 4.3 and
capacity building on business models as a part of Task 5.5.

Furthermore, UNIZAG FSB was invited by the mayor to a meeting where the investors
presented a biomass cogeneration project to be built in Ozalj. A representative of UNIZAG
FSB had the opportunity to present the CoolHeating project and its current results at this
meeting. This presented a foundation for further collaboration with the companies, which are
developing a biomass cogeneration project in Ozalj. Members of the city council, as well as
the city mayor also participated in this meeting. The meeting took place in the city hall of Ozalj
on 21% of November 2016. After giving the brief introduction to the project, an interesting
discussion followed regarding the seasonal thermal storage facilities and its integration with
solar thermal in district heating systems.

Another meeting with the local authority representatives was held on 26™ of January 2017 in
the city hall in Ozalj. The basic idea was to present the updated results of the project and to
invite the city council members, as well as all the other interested citizens to the study tour in
Gussing. This was done by the help of GET. The response was significant and the study tour
was deemed highly successful, showing the best practice examples of renewable district
heating systems and their benefits to 47 citizens of Ozalj. UNIZAG FSB continues frequent
communication with local authorities of the target city of Ozalj and will continue to do so until
the end of the project.

Figure 2. Citizens of Ozalj, including the members of the city council and the mayor at the study tour in
Glussing

December 2017 8 UNIZAG FSB



Bralak 4, 49210, Bralak). This was done in cooperation wi th North-west Croati
Regional Energy Agency (REGEA). One member of UNIZAG FSB, four members of the city]
of Ozalj and 2 members of REGEA were present at the workshop.

Since the local authorities of Ozalj have been continuously informed about the project
activities, the idea of this workshop was to give a more detailed insight into the economic
calculation tool developed as a part of the CoolHeating project, alongside the presentation of
the main outcomes so far and future final steps to be undertaken in the last year of the project.




First the representative of UNIZAG FSB presented the most recent activities of the project,
updating the attendees with current status of concept development for the city of Ozalj and the
main results so far. Also, future steps were discussed in more detail in order to clarify the final
outcome at the end of the project and its influence on the city of Ozalj. Representatives of the
city of Ozalj showed great enthusiasm for supporting the project until its end but also
cooperating with UNIZAG FSB to develop such renewable district heating in Ozalj and
surrounding villages.

After this, an overview of the CoolHeating economic calculation tool was given. All the modules
of the tool were described in detail and the representatives of the city of Ozalj showed high
interest in using this tool, since it is easy to use and their employees are highly skilled in
economy. Furthermore, they also have necessary basic knowledge of energy systems. In the
discussion which followed, it was agreed that UNIZAG FSB will provide support for making
techno-economic analysis for the renewable district heating system implementation in the
surrounding villages, where there are already certain initiatives for such a project.

Finally, since this workshop was done in cooperation with REGEA, their employees presented
the concept and current results of the similar EU Horizon2020 project BioVill, in order to further
increase the interest of local authorities for renewable bioenergy projects. The main idea of
this project is to foster the market uptake of bioenergy villages in south-east Europe, which is
done by transferring knowledge and experience from countries where such concepts alread
exist and are well developed. After the workshop, representatives of REGEA gave a very
interesting technical tour of the Energy Centre Bralak, a renovated cas tle, which now serves
as an education centre and a business incubator.





































http://karpos.gov.mk/vest/3686), but other news websites also shared the news
(http://vesti.mk/read/news/8648871/3130973/opshtina-karposh-kje-ja-podobruva-
energetskata-efikasnost-preku-proektot-cool-heating)

Table 11. List of attendees of the first meeting with represe ntatives of the local authorities in Karposh

Attendee of the meeting



http://www.karpos.gov.mk/vest/5548), but other online portals quickly shared the news as
well.

It was of key importance to confirm that the new authorities were interested in the project and
would contribute in future cooperation. Considering the phase of the project at the time of this
meeting (a location for a technical concept had been previously chosen), a confirmation of
interest and cooperation was necessary, even more so than at previous meetings.

Table 12. List of attendees of the second meeting with repr esentatives of the local authorities in Karposh

Attendee of the meeting


















